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1. Will this material be the basic text or will it supplement the basic text? If it is supplementary,
what is your basic text?

This is a semester-long senior writing class for which there is no single textbook. Night will be one of
several readings students will do as part of the class. Students will also read short stories, poetry,
movie and book reviews, and blogs.

2. How did you become aware of this material? (Professional journals, salesman, publisher’s catalog, know
someone who has used it, used material before, etc.)

This is a critically acclaimed memoir that is widely taught throughout schools in the United States.
Because the content is strong, it is not usually taught in middle school even though the reading level
suggests it could be. | have taught it to 10" grade students before, and they found it engaging,
informative, and powerful. It was a book they long remembered.

3. What other materials did you consider?

In honesty, | have not reviewed numerous memoirs before selecting this one. This one is so well-
known, so well-written, and teaches so many lessons, it is hard to beat.

4. In what ways is this material better than the other materials? (Text format, organization content, unbiased
content concerning minorities and women, teacher’s guide, workbooks, etc.)

This memoir is compelling in a way that few stories are. Briefly, this memoir follows the experience of
Mr. Wiesel from the time he becomes aware of the Nazi regime while living in his small village through
his family’s capture and imprisonment in the concentration camps, ending with his rescue by U.S.
forces at the end of World War Two. All of Wiesel's immediate family perish while in the camps; he is
the sole survivor. In reading this memoir, students learn history, Jewish culture, and the power of an



individual's story. Because the memoir is told by a 15-year old, students relate to the story
immediately. This memoir will be used in a creative writing class for seniors. Students will be doing
their own memoir pieces and | want them to see how important memoir can be. This memoir is both
narrative and poetic. Itis clear and easy to follow and models a strong writing style.  Although the
story is painful, it shows Wiesel's humanity and intelligence and the exireme senselessness and the
cruelty of his suffering.

5. How does this material fit the students learning objectives for the subject area?

One key learning objective for the class is to write a non-fiction narrative that uses a style and
diction appropriate to the intended audience. Mr. Wiesel's memoir is an excellent model for
this learning objective.

6. How does this material ensure continuity with the District’s overall program?

There are no book-length memoirs being taught in the high school English curriculum at the moment,
so this book would be a wonderful addition to the curriculum. Also, this book introduces students to
Jewish life and culture and therefore helps to meet our curricular goals of broadening students’ cross-
cultural understanding.
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7. Bias content check list:
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Bias Content Excellent Good Fair Poor Non-App.
Presents more than one view point XXXX
of controversial issues.
Presents minorities realistically. XXXXX
Includes contributions of minority authors. XXXX
Presents non-stereotypic models XXXX
Facilitates the sharing of cultural differences. XXXX
Promotes the positive nature of differences XXXX
Includes the contributions, inventions, or discoveries of minorities. XXXX
Includes the contributions, inventions, or discoveries of women. XXXX

Presents minorities in a manner that promotes ethnic pride XXXX

10. Facilitates an environment open to discovery and experimentation XXXXX



