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Newberry Award 

 

Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos 

In the historic town of Norvelt, Pennsylvania, twelve-year-old Jack Gantos 

spends the summer of 1962 grounded for various offenses until he is 

assigned to help an elderly neighbor with a most unusual chore involving 

the newly dead, molten wax, twisted promises, Girl Scout cookies, 

underage driving, lessons from history, typewriting, and countless bloody 

noses. 

 

Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai 

Through a series of poems, a young girl chronicles the life-changing year 

of 1975, when she, her mother, and her brothers leave Vietnam and 

resettle in Alabama. 

 

Breaking Stalin's Nose by Eugene Yelchin 

In the Stalinist era of the Soviet Union, ten-year-old Sasha idolizes his 

father, a devoted Communist, but when police take his father away and 

leave Sasha homeless, he is forced to examine his own perceptions, 

values, and beliefs. 

 

 

 

Printz Award 

 

Where Things Come Back by John Corey Whaley 

Seventeen-year-old Cullen's summer in Lily, Arkansas, is marked by his 

cousin's death by overdose, an alleged spotting of a woodpecker thought to 

be extinct, failed romances, and his younger brother's sudden 

disappearance. 

 

Why We Broke Up by Daniel Handler  

Sixteen-year-old Min Green writes a letter to Ed Slaterton in which she 

breaks up with him, documenting their relationship and how items in the 

accompanying box, from bottle caps to a cookbook, foretell the end. 

 

The Returning by Christine Hinwood 

When the twelve-year war between the Uplanders and Downlanders is 

over and Cam returns home to his village, questions dog him, from how he 

lost an arm to why he was the only one of his fellow soldiers to survive, 

such that he must leave until his own suspicions are resolved. 

 

Jasper Jones by Craig Silvey  

In small-town Australia, teens Jasper and Charlie form an unlikely 

friendship when one asks the other to help him cover up a murder until 

they can prove who is responsible. 

 

The Scorpio Races by Maggie Stiefvater 

Nineteen-year-old returning champion Sean Kendrick competes against 

Puck Connolly, the first girl ever to ride in the annual Scorpio Races, both 

trying to keep hold of their dangerous water horses long enough to make it 

to the finish line. 

 

 

Evergreen Young Adult Book Award 

 

Split by Swati Avasthi 

A teenaged boy thrown out of his house by his abusive father goes to live 

with his older brother, who ran away from home years earlier under 

similar circumstances. 
 

Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi 

In a futuristic world, teenaged Nailer scavenges copper wiring from 

grounded oil tankers for a living, but when he finds a beached clipper ship 

with a girl in the wreckage, he has to decide if he should strip the ship for 

its wealth or rescue the girl. 
 

Clockwork Angel (Infernal Devices #1) by Cassandra Clare 

Sixteen-year-old Tessa Gray travels to England in search of her brother 

only to be abducted by the Dark Sisters, residents of London's 

Downworld, home to the city's supernatural folk, and she becomes the 

object of much attention--both good and bad--when it is discovered she 

has the power to transform at will into another person. 
 

Matched by Ally Condie 

Cassia has always had complete trust in the Society to make decisions for 

her, but when she is being paired with her ideal mate, a second face 

flashes on the screen, and Cassia begins to doubt the Society's infallibility 

as she tries to decide which man she truly loves. 
 

Along for the Ride by Sarah Dessen 

Auden gets a chance to recapture the carefree teen life she missed while 

her parents were going through a divorce when she goes to spend the 

summer with her dad and his new family in a charming beach town and 

meets fellow insomniac Eli, an intriguing loner fighting demons of his 

own. 
 

Hold Me Closer Necromancer by Lish McBride 

Sam LaCroix, a Seattle fast-food worker and college dropout, discovers 

that he is a necromancer, part of a world of harbingers, werewolves, 

satyrs, and one particular necromancer who sees Sam as a threat to his 

lucrative business of raising the dead. 
 

Sorta Like a Rock Star by Matthew Quick 

Amber Appleton, living in a school bus with her mom, refuses to give in 

to despair and continues visiting the elderly at a nursing home, teaching 

English to Korean women, and caring for a Vietnam veteran and his dog, 

but a fatal tragedy may prove to be one burden too many for the 

seventeen-year-old girl. 
 

Lost Hero by Rick Riordan 

Jason, Piper, and Leo, three students from a school for "bad kids," find 

themselves at Camp Half-Blood, where they learn that they are demigods 

and begin a quest to free Hera, who has been imprisoned by Mother Earth 

herself. 
 

Bruiser by Neal Shusterman 

Inexplicable events start to occur when sixteen-year-old twins Tennyson 

and Bronte befriend a troubled and misunderstood outcast, aptly 

nicknamed Bruiser, and his little brother, Cody. 
 

Paranormalcy by Kiersten White 

When a dark prophecy begins to come true, sixteen-year-old Evie of the 

International Paranormal Containment Agency must not only try to stop it, 

she must also uncover its connection to herself and the alluring 

shapeshifter, Lend. 

  



Featured Books 
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Young Readers’ Choice Award 
 

Junior 
 

13 Treasures by Michelle Harrison  

Bedeviled by evil fairies that only she can see, thirteen-year-old Tanya is 

sent to stay with her cold and distant grandmother at Elvesden Manor, 

where she and the caretaker's son solve a disturbing mystery that leads 

them to the discovery that Tanya's life is in danger. 
 

Big Nate: in a Class by Himself by Lincoln Peirce 

Supremely confident middle school student Nate Wright manages to make 

getting detention from every one of his teachers in the same day seem like 

an achievement.  
  

Fatty Legs by Christy Jordan-Fenton  

Margaret Pokiak-Fenton tells the story of her experiences as an eight-

year-old Inuit girl in a church-run school in Aklavik, Canada, where her 

strong will made her the target of a mean-spirited nun. 
 

Lone Wolf by Kathryn Lasky  

Abandoned by his pack, a baby wolf with a mysterious mark on his 

deformed paw survives and embarks on a journey that will change the 

world of the wolves of the Beyond. 
 

The Lost Hero by Rick Riordan  

Jason, Piper, and Leo, three students from a school for "bad kids," find 

themselves at Camp Half-Blood, where they learn that they are demigods 

and begin a quest to free Hera, who has been imprisoned by Mother Earth 

herself. 
 

The Mysterious Howling by Maryrose Wood  

Fifteen-year-old Miss Penelope Lumley, a recent graduate of the 

Swanburne Academy for Poor Bright Females, is hired as governess to 

three young children who have been raised by wolves and must teach 

them to behave in a civilized manner quickly, in preparation for a 

Christmas ball. 
 

The Strange Case of the Origami Yoda by Tom Angleberger 

Sixth-grader Tommy and his friends describe their interactions with a 

paper finger puppet of Yoda, worn by their weird classmate Dwight, as 

they try to figure out whether or not the puppet can really predict the 

future. Includes instructions for making Origami Yoda.   
 

Theodore Boone: Kid Lawyer by John Grisham  

Thirteen-year-old Theodore Boone, who knows every judge, police 

officer, and court clerk in the small town of Strattenburg, finds himself 

involved in a murder trial because of knowledge he might have about a 

cold-blooded killer. 
 

Intermediate 
 

As Easy as Falling Off the Face of the Earth by Lynne Rae Perkins  

A teenaged boy encounters one comedic calamity after another when his 

train strands him in the middle of nowhere, and everything comes down to 

luck. 
 

The Cardturner by Louis Sachar  

When his wealthy uncle, a champion bridge player who has lost his 

vision, asks seventeen-year-old Alton to be a cardturner for him, Alton 

has no idea how much he will ultimately learn from his eccentric relative. 

Includes appendix by Syd Fox with information about bridge. 
 

Halo by Alexandra Adornetto  

When three angels are sent from heaven to protect the town of Venus 

Cove against the gathering forces of darkness, their mission is threatened 

as the youngest angel, Bethany, enrolls in high school and falls in love 

with another student. 
 

Heist Society by Ally Carter  

Fifteen-year-old Kat schemes her way into the best boarding school, 

hoping to leave the thieving antics of her family behind her, but Hal, a 

former co-conspirator, appears on campus to tell Kat that a powerful 

mobster believes her father stole art from a priceless collection, and in 

order to save him, Kat will have to recover the paintings. 
 

The Red Pyramid by Rick Riordan  

Brilliant Egyptologist Dr. Julius Kane accidentally unleashes the Egyptian  

 

god Set, who banishes the doctor to oblivion and forces his two children 

to embark on a dangerous journey, bringing them closer to the truth about 

their family and its links to a secret order that has existed since the time of 

the pharaohs. 
 

The Second Trial by Rosemarie Boll  

Thirteen-year-old Danny McMillan struggles to adjust after learning that 

his father has been abusing his mother, but when he, his mom, and his 

sister are forced to change their identities and move away in order to hide 

from his dad, his behavior spirals out of control. 
 

Smile by Raina Telgemeier  

The author relates, in graphic form, her experiences after she injured her 

two front teeth and had to have surgeries and wear embarrassing braces 

and headgear, all while also dealing with the trials and tribulations of 

middle school. 
 

Sorta Like a Rock Star by Matthew Quick  

Amber Appleton, living in a school bus with her mom, refuses to give in 

to despair and continues visiting the elderly at a nursing home, teaching 

English to Korean women, and caring for a Vietnam veteran and his dog, 

but a fatal tragedy may prove to be one burden too many for the 

seventeen-year-old girl. 
 

Senior 
 

Before I Fall by Lauren Oliver  

After she dies in a car crash, teenage Samantha relives the day of her 

death over and over again until, on the seventh day, she finally discovers a 

way to save herself. 
 

Bruiser by Neal Shusterman 

Inexplicable events start to occur when sixteen-year-old twins Tennyson 

and Bronte befriend a troubled and misunderstood outcast, aptly 

nicknamed Bruiser, and his little brother, Cody. 
 

Crazy by Han Nolan  

Fifteen-year-old loner Jason struggles to hide his father's declining mental 

condition after his mother's death, but when his father disappears he must 

confide in the other members of a therapy group he has been forced to 

join at school. 
 

Matched by Ally Condie  

Cassia has always had complete trust in the Society to make decisions for 

her, but when she is being paired with her ideal mate, a second face 

flashes on the screen, and Cassia begins to doubt the Society's infallibility 

as she tries to decide which man she truly loves. 
 

Replacement by Brenna Yovanoff 

Sixteen-year-old Mackie Doyle, a being from another world who was 

swapped with a human child when he was a baby, struggles with his 

allergies to iron, blood, and consecrated ground and wants desperately to 

live like a normal teenager, and when his crush Tate's sister disappears, 

Mackie sets out to find her and gets a chance to find his rightful place in 

the world.  
  

Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi  

In a futuristic world, teenaged Nailer scavenges copper wiring from 

grounded oil tankers for a living, but when he finds a beached clipper ship 

with a girl in the wreckage, he has to decide if he should strip the ship for 

its wealth or rescue the girl. 
 

Will Grayson, Will Grayson by David Levithan and John Green 

When two teens, one gay and one straight, meet accidentally and discover 

that they share the same name, their lives become intertwined as one 

begins dating the other's best friend, who produces a play revealing his 

relationship with them both. 
  

Winter Shadows by Margaret Buffie 

Cass, whose mother has died and been replaced with a new stepmother 

who is cold and distant, feels connected to someone from the past when 

she discovers a star brooch and diary that belonged to Beatrice, a girl who 

lived in the same house five generations earlier and also had problems 

with a nasty stepmother. 


